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Island plants, collected in 1895 by Mr. A. A. Heller, and purchased 
for the herbarium ; 209 species of Mexican Plants, collected by 
Prof. G. C. Pringle, and purchased for the herbarium ; and 241 
species of Asia Minor Plants, collected by Prof. Bornmuller, and 
purchased for the herbarium. 

The attention of the Academy is respectfully called to the fact that 
the 825 species purchased during the past year, were paid for, not 
from the funds of the Section, but entirely by two of its members. 
Many very desirable collections were declined on account of the 
lack of funds ; this is particularly to be regretted as regards the 
plants of our own country, in which we are in many cases very defi- 
cient. 

The creation of a fund for the purchase of such collections is im- 
mediately desirable. 

Since the last report the Academy has placed at the disposal of 
the Section two rooms formerly occupied by the Department of 
Entomology. The one on the gallery floor has been partially fitted 
up as a work-room. 

The room on the library floor, which it is designed to use for addi- 
tional herbarium space, has not as yet been occupied to any extent, 
owing to the lack of funds for furnishing. Additional cases for the 
accommodation of the herbarium are, however, an absolute neces- 
sity, as the present cases are crowded to an extent that is damaging 
to the specimens ; it is therefore earnestly hoped, that before the 
close of the next year, this most pressing need will have been 
supplied. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stewardson Brown, 

Conservator. 



REPORT OF THE MINERALOGICAL AND GEOLOG- 
ICAL SECTION. 

Ten meetings of the Section have been held during the year, with 
an average attendance of ten members. A notable addition to the 
facilities of the Section has been the laboratory erected on the first 
floor of the Museum by contributions from the Section and its indi- 
vidual members and from the Academy. This removes a serious 
difficulty under which we have labored, and cannot fail to facilitate 
its work. 
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Few additions have been made to the mineral collection of the 
Academy, except to the local collection, which has been arranged in 
part and displayed to advantage. It seems to have attracted the 
attention of visitors. It is hoped that this collection may be much 
increased in the near future, and that we may also have the means 
of displaying a representation of the rocks of the vicinity of Philadel- 
phia of which the Academy has a fair supply, while there has been 
promised to the Section for the Academy a very large and nearly 
complete series. 

Although not in the care of the Section, it may not be inoppor- 
tune to call attention to the William S. Vaux Collection, which is 
now displayed to advantage in the new building. The Conservator 
of the Section holds the same relation to this collection, and to him 
is due much credit for its condition. As he accepts no salary the 
entire income of the fund has been applied to the improvement of 
the collection. During the year many valuable specimens have been 
added to it. The officers of the Section are : — 

Director, Theo. D. Rand. 

Vice-Director and Conservator, . . W. W. Jefferis. 

Recorder, ....... Chas. Schaffer. 

Treasurer, ...... John Ford. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theo. D. Rand, 

Director. 



REPORT OF THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

Owing to the opening of the new museum building and the work 
which it necessitated in other departments, the Conservator has been 
able to devote but little personal attention to the ornithological col- 
lections. Under his direction, however, Mr. Henry W. Fowler has 
carried on the work of cataloguing the collection with such success 
that quite as much progress has been made as in previous years, 
while Mr. McCadden, the taxidermist, has been enabled to proceed 
with the remounting of the exhibition series during several months 
of the year. 

Since the last report, 7,386 mounted specimens have been identi- 
fied and catalogued, and most of the specimens intended for the ex- 
hibition cases remounted, while the types and a part of the dupli- 
cate specimens have been unmounted and placed in the study series. 



